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NEWSLETTER - OCTOBER 2025 

HOOKE COURT IN MALAWI IS 10 YEARS YOUNG! 

This year the Trustees and supporters were 
pleased to celebrate 10 years since the formation 
of the charity Hooke Court in Malawi. Inspired by a 
Cooper/McConnell family trip through the length of 
Africa in 2011, it seems the family left a little of 
their hearts in the remote, rural and stunningly 
beautiful area of Bandawe and Chintheche on the 
shores of Lake Malawi. Later returning to this area, 
the Ĝrst large Summer Volunteer Programme was 
run in 2015 and the charity founded that autumn.  

Trustees, volunteers and supporters gathered this 
year on Midsummer®s Day at Hooke Court in 
England to reminisce about previous visits to 
Malawi, celebrate the numerous achievements of 
the last decade and to toast the continued success 
of the charity. Not least in all this was 
remembering our founding member, the late Mandy Cooper who was the energy 
behind ensuring that all who volunteer and work with the charity are inspired and 
committed to learn together to make a difference for the schools we work with in 
Malawi. 

Shortly after this event, the next group of intrepid volunteers set off on the: 

SUMMER VOLUNTEER PROGRAMME 2025 

In a change to previous years, a much smaller group of volunteers travelled out to 
Malawi, the group comprising of Sarah McConnell, Peter Cooper, Sanna McNeall, 
Fiona Boggis and Peter Bradish-Ellames. Perhaps unusually each of them had 
previously volunteered for Hooke Court in Malawi, some having journeyed out 
every year except during the pandemic and some less frequently, in Sanna®s case 
10 years ago! 

 

mailto:sarah@hookecourt.co.uk
http://www.malawi.hookecourt.co.uk


The programme ran from 20th July until 2nd August, and as usual it was a packed 
itinerary. The schedule was different this year with no teaching or teacher training 
happening, but instead reviewing progress made during the past year and detailed 
fact Ĝnding to inform the work going forward. This involved travelling out to most of 
the schools as well as actioning support given by our partner charities³more of 
that later in the newsletter. The volunteers received a warm welcome from everyone 
and there was great excitement about what could be achieved during the visit.  

Bikes  

Pete and Peter were heavily involved in working with the 
Bike Project while out there. Here is Peter®s report... 

tǊƻŘƛƎŀƭ .ƛƪŜǎ όt.ύ ǿǿǿΦǇǊƻŘƛƎŀƭōƛƪŜǎΦŎƻΦǳƪκŀōƻǳǘ-ǳǎκ ƛǎ ŀ ƭƻŎŀƭ {ƻƳŜǊǎŜǘ 
ŎƘŀǊƛǘȅ ǘƘŀǘ ǳǇŎȅŎƭŜǎ ƻƭŘ ōƛŎȅŎƭŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǎŜƴŘǎ ǘƘŜƳ ƻǳǘ ǘƻ ƪŜȅ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ǿƻǊƪŜǊǎ ƛƴ !ŦǊƛŎŀΦ Lƴ ŎƻƴƧǳƴŎǝƻƴ 
ǿƛǘƘ IƻƻƪŜ /ƻǳǊǘ Lƴ aŀƭŀǿƛΣ t. Ƙŀǎ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ŀōƻǳǘ нлл ōƛŎȅŎƭŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀ ǘƻ ŀƭƭƻǿ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƻ 

ǘǊŀǾŜƭ ǘƻ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ǘƻ ǘŜŀŎƘΦ ¢ƘŜ .ƛƪŜ tǊƻƧŜŎǘ ƛǎ ōŀǎŜŘ ŀǘ  
.ŀƴŘŀǿŜ {ŎƘƻƻƭ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ IŜŀǊƛƴƎ LƳǇŀƛǊŜŘΣ ŀƴŘ ŀǎ 
ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎǳǊǊƛŎǳƭǳƳΣ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǎ ǘƘŜ ƻƭŘŜǊ 
ŘŜŀŦ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ƭƛŦŜ ǎƪƛƭƭǎ ǘƻ ŜƴŀōƭŜ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƻ ŬƴŘ ǿƻǊƪ 
ŀƊŜǊ ǘƘŜȅ ƭŜŀǾŜ ŎƻǾŜǊƛƴƎ ǘŀƛƭƻǊƛƴƎΣ ŎŀǊǇŜƴǘǊȅ ŀƴŘ 
ōƛŎȅŎƭŜ ƳŀƛƴǘŜƴŀƴŎŜΦ  

¢ƘŜǎŜ ōƛŎȅŎƭŜǎ ŀǊŜ ŀƴ ŀōǎƻƭǳǘŜ ƎƻŘǎŜƴŘ ǘƻ ǘƘƻǎŜ 
ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊǎ ŦƻǊǘǳƴŀǘŜ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ǘƻ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ ǘƘŜƳ ŀǎ ǘƘŜǊŜ 
ƛǎ ƴƻ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŀƭǘŜǊƴŀǝǾŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƻ ǿŀƭƪ ŦƻǊ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ 
ƘƻǳǊǎ ŜŀŎƘ Řŀȅ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ǊƻŀŘ 
ŎƻƴŘƛǝƻƴǎ ƛƴ aŀƭŀǿƛ ǊŀƴƎŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǎŜŎǝƻƴǎ ƻŦ ǘŀǊƳŀŎ 
ǿƛǘƘ ǇƭŜƴǘȅ ƻŦ Ǉƻǘ ƘƻƭŜǎ ǘƻ ǊƻŎƪȅ ŀƴŘ ǊǳǧŜŘ ŘƛǊǘ 
ǘǊŀŎƪǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ōƛƪŜǎ ŀǊŜ ƘǳƎŜƭȅ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǊ ŀƴŘ ƘŜŀǾƛƭȅ ǳǎŜŘ 
ōǳǘ ŀǊŜ ŎƻƴǎŜǉǳŜƴǘƭȅ ǊƛŘŘŜƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŀōǎƻƭǳǘŜ ƭƛƳƛǘǎ - 

ǎƻƳŜ ǿŜǊŜ ƛƴ ŀ ǇǊŜǧȅ ŀǿŦǳƭ ǎǘŀǘŜ ƻŦ ŘƛǎǊŜǇŀƛǊΥ ǎƘǊŜŘŘŜŘ ǿƘŜŜƭ ǊƛƳǎΣ ōǊŀƪŜǎ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜƭȅ ǿƻǊƴ ƻǳǘ όƻǊ ƴƻ 
ōǊŀƪŜ ǇŀǊǘǎ ƭŜƊ ŀǘ ŀƭƭΗύΣ ƳƛǎǎƛƴƎ ǇŜŘŀƭǎΣ ǿƻǊƴ ŎƘŀƛƴǎ ŀƴŘ ŘǊƛǾŜ ƳŜŎƘŀƴƛǎƳǎ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ōǊƻƪŜƴ ƻǊ ƳƛǎǎƛƴƎ 
ƎŜŀǊǎΦ LǘΩǎ ŀ ƳŜŀǎǳǊŜ ƻŦ Ƙƻǿ ƳǳŎƘ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǇǇǊŜŎƛŀǘŜ ŀƴŘ ǾŀƭǳŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ōƛƪŜǎ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊǎ ŎƻƴǝƴǳŜ ǘƻ ǳǎŜ 
ǘƘŜƳ ŜǾŜƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŎƻƴŘƛǝƻƴǎΦ 

L ǿŀǎ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ŀƭƻƴƎǎƛŘŜ /ƘǊƛǎǘƻǇƘŜǊΣ ŀ ƭƻŎŀƭ ōƛƪŜ ƳŜŎƘŀƴƛŎ ǿƘƻ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ {ŎƘƻƻƭ ŦƻǊ IŜŀǊƛƴƎ LƳǇŀƛǊŜŘΣ 
ŀƴŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘǊŜŜ ŘŜŀŦ ōƻȅǎ - {ƛƳƻƴΣ [ƻǳƛǎ ϧ tŀǝŜƴŎŜ - ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƳ ŀƴŘ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎƪƛƭƭǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ 
ǳƭǝƳŀǘŜ ŀƛƳ ƻŦ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƳ ǎŜƭŦ-
ŜƳǇƭƻȅŜŘ ƳƻōƛƭŜ ōƛŎȅŎƭŜ ƳŜŎƘŀƴƛŎǎΦ aȅ 
ŬǊǎǘ Řŀȅ ǿŀǎ ŀ ƭƛǧƭŜ ƘŜŎǝŎ ǘƻ ǎŀȅ ǘƘŜ ƭŜŀǎǘΦ 
²ƻǊƪƛƴƎ ƻƴ ƘƛƎƘ ŜƴŘ ƘŜƭƛŎƻǇǘŜǊ 
ǘŜŎƘƴƻƭƻƎȅ ƛƴ ŀƴ ŀƛǊ ŎƻƴŘƛǝƻƴŜŘ ƻŶŎŜ 
ōŀŎƪ ƛƴ ¸ŜƻǾƛƭ ƛǎ ƻƴŜ ǘƘƛƴƎ - ǘƘƛǎ ǿŀǎ 
ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜƭȅ ŘƛũŜǊŜƴǘΣ ǊŜǉǳƛǊƛƴƎ ƳŜ ǘƻ 
ŀŘŀǇǘ Ƴȅ ǘƘƛƴƪƛƴƎ ǉǳƛǘŜ ŘǊŀƳŀǝŎŀƭƭȅΦ CƻǊ 
ƻƴŜ ǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ƴƻ άǿƻǊƪǎƘƻǇέ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀ 
ǎŜƳƛ-ǎƘŀŘŜŘ ǎǇƻǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Řǳǎǘ ǳƴŘŜǊ ŀ ǘǊŜŜΦ  

L ƳŀƴŀƎŜŘ ǘƻ ƻǾŜǊŎƻƳŜ ǘƘŜ 
ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǝƻƴ ƛǎǎǳŜǎ ŦŀƛǊƭȅ ǉǳƛŎƪƭȅ ǿƛǘƘ 
ƘŜƭǇ ŦǊƻƳ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊǎ ǿƘƻ ǿŜǊŜ 

 

 

http://www.prodigalbikes.co.uk/about-us/


ŀǊƻǳƴŘΣ ōǳǘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŀƭƳƻǎǘ ǎƛƳǳƭǘŀƴŜƻǳǎ ŀǊǊƛǾŀƭ ƻŦ ǎƻƳŜ ол ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊǎ ŀƭƭ ǿŀƴǝƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ōƛƪŜǎ ǊŜǇŀƛǊŜŘ 
ǘƘŀǘ ŎŀǳǎŜŘ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƛƴ ƛǎǎǳŜǎ ǇŀǊǝŎǳƭŀǊƭȅ ǿƛǘƘ άǘƻƻƭ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭέΦ {ƻƳŜ ǘƻƻƪ ƛǘ ǳǇƻƴ ǘƘŜƳǎŜƭǾŜǎ ǘƻ ǳƴŘŜǊǘŀƪŜ 
ǘƘŜƛǊ ƻǿƴ ǊŜǇŀƛǊǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǎŜŜƳŜŘ ƘŜƭǇŦǳƭ ǘƻ ōŜƎƛƴ ǿƛǘƘΦ ²ƛǘƘƛƴ ƳƛƴǳǘŜǎ ƘƻǿŜǾŜǊ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŜǊŜ ōƛƪŜ ǇŀǊǘǎ ƴŜǿ 
ŀƴŘ ƻƭŘΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ōǊŀƴŘ ƴŜǿ ǎŜƭŜŎǝƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƻƻƭǎ L ōǊƻǳƎƘǘ ƻǳǘ ǿƛǘƘ ƳŜΣ ǎŎŀǧŜǊŜŘ ŀƭƭ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀŎŜΦ L ǎǇŜƴǘ ŀ 
ŘƛǎǇǊƻǇƻǊǝƻƴŀǘŜ ŀƳƻǳƴǘ ƻŦ Ƴȅ ǝƳŜ ǘǊȅƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŬƴŘ ǘƻƻƭǎ ŜƛǘƘŜǊ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ŜƭǎŜ ǿŀǎ ǳǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƳ ƻǊ 
ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƳ ŀǊŜ ƘŀƭŦ ōǳǊƛŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŬƴŜΣ ŘǳǎǘȅΣ ŘƛǊǘΦ Lǘ ǿŀǎ ǳǧŜǊ ŎƘŀƻǎ ōǳǘ ŀŘƳƛǧŜŘƭȅ 
ŦǳƴΦ 

¢ƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ŀ ǎƘƛǇǇƛƴƎ ŎƻƴǘŀƛƴŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ŦŜǿ ōǊƻƪŜƴ ōƛƪŜǎ ƛƴǎƛŘŜ 
ŀƴŘ ŀ ŦŜǿ ǎǇŀǊŜǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŦŀǊ ŜƴŘ ōǳǘ ŜǾŜǊȅ ǝƳŜ L ǾŜƴǘǳǊŜŘ ƛƴ 
ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǘ ǘƻƻƪ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ƳƛƴǳǘŜǎ ǘƻ ŀŘƧǳǎǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŘŀǊƪƴŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ 
ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŀōƭȅ ƭƻƴƎŜǊ ǘƻ ŬƴŘ ŀƴȅ ŀǇǇǊƻǇǊƛŀǘŜ ǇŀǊǘǎ - ƛŦ L ŦƻǳƴŘ ŀƴȅ 
ŀǘ ŀƭƭΦ ¢ƘŜƛǊ ǎǘƻŎƪ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭ ǿŀǎ ŀ ƭƛǧƭŜ ŎƘŀƻǝŎ ǘƻ Ǉǳǘ ƛǘ ƳƛƭŘƭȅΦ 
¢ƘŜǎŜ Ǝǳȅǎ ŀǊŜΣ ƘƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ǊŜƳŀǊƪŀōƭȅ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜŦǳƭΦ tŀǊǘǎ L 
ŘŜŜƳŜŘ Ŭǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ōƛƴ όǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ƴƻ ōƛƴύ L ǿŀǎ ǘƻƭŘ ǊŜŀǎǎǳǊƛƴƎƭȅ 
ƘŀŘ ǇƭŜƴǘȅ ƻŦ ƭƛŦŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƳ ȅŜǘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜȅ ǿƻǳƭŘ ŬƴŘ ǿŀȅǎ ƻŦ 
ǎƻǊǝƴƎ ƛǘΦ  

L ǘǊƛŜŘ ǳǎƛƴƎ ŀ ƴŀǧȅ ǘƻƻƭ LΩŘ ōǊƻǳƎƘǘ ƻǳǘ ǘƻ ŎŀǊŜŦǳƭƭȅ ǎǇƭƛǘ ŎƘŀƛƴǎΦ 
!ŘƳƛǧŜŘƭȅ L ǿŀǎ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ǎƻƳŜ ŘƛŶŎǳƭǘȅ ǳǎƛƴƎ ƛǘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀƛƴ L 
ǿŀǎ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǿŀǎ ŘƛǊǘȅΣ ƻƭŘ ŀƴŘ ǾŜǊȅ ǎǝũΦ /ƘǊƛǎǘƻǇƘŜǊ ƭŀƛŘ ǘƘŜ 
ŎƘŀƛƴ ƻǾŜǊ ŀ ǊƻŎƪ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ǳǎŜŘ ŀ ƘŀƳƳŜǊ ŀƴŘ ŘǊƛǾƛƴƎ ǇƛƴΦ L ƘŀŘ 
ǘƻ ŎƻƴŎŜŘŜ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ŀ ƳǳŎƘ ǉǳƛŎƪŜǊ ƳŜǘƘƻŘΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ŀƭǎƻ ǎƘƻǿŜŘ ƳŜ 
ŀƴ ƛƴƎŜƴƛƻǳǎ ǊŜǇŀƛǊ ǳǎƛƴƎ ŀ ǇƛŜŎŜ ƻŦ ŎƭƻǘƘ ŀǎ ŀ ǎƘƛƳ ǘƻ ǿŜŘƎŜ ŀ 
ǿƘŜŜƭ ōŜŀǊƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǇƭŀŎŜΦ  ¢ƘŜȅ ƭŀƛŘ ŀ ǇƛŜŎŜ ƻŦ ŎƭƻǘƘ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƘƻƭŜ ƻƴ 
ŀ ŦǊƻƴǘ ǿƘŜŜƭ Ƙǳō ŀƴŘ ǇƭŀŎŜŘ ŀ ǿƻǊƴ ƻǳǘ ōŜŀǊƛƴƎ ŎǳǇ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǇ ŀƴŘ ōŀǎƘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǿƘƻƭŜ ƭƻǘ ƛƴǘƻ ǇƭŀŎŜΦ Lǘ 
ǿŜƴǘ ƛƴ ƛƳǇǊŜǎǎƛǾŜƭȅ ǝƎƘǘΦ .ȅ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ 5ŀȅ ¢ǿƻ L ǿŀǎ ƎŜǩƴƎ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ !ŦǊƛŎŀƴ ƳƛƴŘ-ǎŜǘ ŀƴŘ ƘŀŘ ǳǎŜŘ 
ƴȅƭƻƴ ǎǘǊƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŦǳƭƭȅ ƳŜƴŘ ǘǿƻ ōƛƪŜǎΤ ǾŜǊȅ ŎƘǳũŜŘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŀǘΦ 

¢Ƙŀǘ ǎŀƛŘ ƻƴ 5ŀȅ ¢ƘǊŜŜ L ǿŀǎ ƘƻǊǊƛŬŜŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƳŜǘƘƻŘ ƻŦ ŎƭŜŀƴƛƴƎ ǳǇ ōŀƭƭ ōŜŀǊƛƴƎǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜǊŜ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜƭȅ 
ŜƴŎŀǎŜŘ ƛƴ ƘŀǊŘΣ ƻƭŘ ƎǊŜŀǎŜΦ ¦Y ƳŜǘƘƻŘΥ ǇƭŀŎŜ ǘƘŜ ƭƛǧƭŜ ōŀƭƭ ōŜŀǊƛƴƎǎ ƛƴ ŀ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ƳŀƎƴŜǝŎ ōƻǿƭ όǿƘƛŎƘ L 
ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ǘƘŜƳ ǿƛǘƘύΣ ŀŘŘ ŀ ǎƳŀƭƭ ŀƳƻǳƴǘ ƻŦ ŘŜǘŜǊƎŜƴǘ ƻǊ ǎƻƳŜ ǇŜǘǊƻƭ ŀƴŘ Ǌǳō ōŀƭƭ ōŜŀǊƛƴƎǎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǳƴǝƭ 
ǘƘŜȅ ŎƻƳŜ ƻǳǘ ŀƭƭ ǎƘƛƴȅ ŀƴŘ ƴŜǿ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎΦ aŀƭŀǿƛ ƳŜǘƘƻŘΥ ǝǇ ƻǳǘ ōŀƭƭ ōŜŀǊƛƴƎǎ ǎǘǊŀƛƎƘǘ ƻƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǳƴŘ 
ŀƴŘ Ǌǳō ǾƛƎƻǊƻǳǎƭȅ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳǊ ŦƻƻǘΦ ¢Ǌȅ ǘƻ ŬƴŘ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƳ ŀƎŀƛƴΣ Ǌǳō ƻǾŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ōƛǘ ƻŦ ŎƭƻǘƘ ŀƴŘ άǘŀƘ ςŘŀƘΗέ 
ǊŜǾŜŀƭ ŀ ǎŜǘ ƻŦ ƎƭƛǎǘŜƴƛƴƎ ǎƘƛƴȅ ǎǇƘŜǊŜǎΦ IƛƎƘƭȅ ŜũŜŎǝǾŜΦ ¢ƘŜ Ǝǳȅ ƭƻƻƪŜŘ ŀǘ ƳŜ ƎǊƛƴƴƛƴƎ ōǊƻŀŘƭȅΦ  

   ά{ŜŜΚέ ƘŜ ǎŀƛŘΦ 

   άhƘ ȅŜǎΣέ L ǊŜǇƭƛŜŘ ǎƳƛƭƛƴƎ ōŀŎƪ ŀǘ ƘƛƳΣ ά¢ƘŜ aŀƭŀǿƛŀƴ ²ŀȅΦέ 

   άbƻΣέ ƘŜ ǊŜǇƭƛŜŘΣ άǿŜ Ŏŀƭƭ ƛǘ LƴŘƛƎŜƴƻǳǎ ¢ŜŎƘƴƻƭƻƎȅΗέ 

{ƛƳƻƴ ŀƴŘ L ǿƻǊƪŜŘ ǘǿƻ Řŀȅǎ ŀǿŀȅ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŀŦ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ōŀǎŜ ŀƴŘ ǿŜǊŜ ǘƘŜǊŜŦƻǊŜ ƻƴƭȅ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ŀ 
ƭƛƳƛǘŜŘ ŀƳƻǳƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƻƻƭǎ ŀƴŘ ǎǇŀǊŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǳǎ ōǳǘ ǿŜǊŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ǊŜǇŀƛǊ ƻǊ ǳǇƎǊŀŘŜ о ǿƘŜŜƭŎƘŀƛǊǎ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ 
ōƛƪŜǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊǎ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǎƻ ǾŜǊȅ ƎǊŀǘŜŦǳƭ ŦƻǊ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ Řƻ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƳ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ 
ōƛŎȅŎƭŜǎ ŀƴŘ L ŀƳ ŘŜƭƛƎƘǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǎŀȅ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘǿƻ ǿŜŜƪǎ ǿŜ ƘŀŘ ǊŜǇŀƛǊŜŘ ŀōƻǳǘ фл ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōƛƪŜǎ 
ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ǎŀǿΦ {ƛƳƻƴΣ ǿƘƻ ŬƴƛǎƘŜŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ {ŎƘƻƻƭ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ IŜŀǊƛƴƎ LƳǇŀƛǊŜŘ ŜŀǊƭƛŜǊ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΣ ŦƻǊƳŀƭƭȅ ōŜŎŀƳŜ 
ƻǳǊ ŬǊǎǘ aƻōƛƭŜ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ .ƛŎȅŎƭŜ wŜǇŀƛǊŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ Ƙƛǎ ƻǿƴ ōƛƪŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƻƻƭōƻȄΦ IƻǇŜŦǳƭƭȅ ƴŜȄǘ ȅŜŀǊ [ƻǳƛǎ ŀƴŘ 
tŀǝŜƴŎŜ ǿƛƭƭ Ŧƻƭƭƻǿ ƛƴ {ƛƳƻƴΩǎ ŦƻƻǘǎǘŜǇǎΦ 

!Ǝŀƛƴ ŀ ƘǳƎŜ ǘƘŀƴƪǎ ǘƻ ȅƻǳ ŀƭƭ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳǊ ƘŜƭǇ ƛƴ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ŀƭƭ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜΦ Lǘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ƘǳƎŜ ƛƳǇŀŎǘ ǘƻ 
ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ǿƘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ǎƻ ƭƛǧƭŜ ǘƘŜƳǎŜƭǾŜǎΦ  

¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ ǎƻ ƳǳŎƘΦ  

tŜǘŜǊ 

 



Classrooms 

There has been great excitement at 2 of the schools in particular this year as they 
have had a new classroom built. This is no mean feat and required not only funding 
from the UK, but commitment from the local school communities to help (even as 
far as making the bricks) and organisation capably coordinated by Kingsley. The 
classroom at Mkundi was possible due to a grant that HCiM applied for from the 
Mercers® Company and the one at Kapesca was funded by St Mary®s Catholic 
Primary School in Swindon. Rightly so, the schools are extremely proud of their 
new classrooms and invited us to attend the opening ceremonies, along with pupils, 
teachers, parents and the local chiefs. The letter below summarises the gratitude 
they expressed to us for facilitating these projects. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Mkundi School  From this¤            

 to this... 

Kapesca School...and this... 

 

 

...to this.. 

During the trip we visited most of the 
schools in the Bandawe and 
Chintheche zones¤ and were asked at 
most schools whether we could build a 
new classroom for them!  

While your heart would say ­of course®, the reality is it costs in the region of ¾8K for 
each classroom. Needless to say if anyone knows how this amount might be raised 
do please get in touch! HCiM is providing (as it does each year) the 18 schools in 
the Bandawe zone and Chintheche zone with a total budget of ¾6,000 for purchas-
ing resources for the academic year 2025-2026 (ie, paper, pencils, chalk, exercise 
books, pens, flip charts and markers). This budget is overseen by the Primary Edu-
cation Advisors in each zone and resources are bought locally and distributed to all 
of the schools in time for the start of the academic year. 



With a bag allowance of 2 x 23kg each, this year®s volunteers were pleased to be 

able to take out 50 School in a Bag rucksacks, 100 sustainable sanitary kits, 300 

pairs of knickers, a large amount of school uniform, a big bag of knitted squares 

and baby hats, as well as the bicycle tools and spares that Peter took! All of these 

items were distributed and very gratefully received by the recipients¤ 

School Bags 

School in a Bag have been supplying HCiM with 

rucksacks containing school essentials for sever-

al years now. Head Teachers in the Bandawe 

zone were asked to nominate children who were 

in need but work hard in school to receive one of 

the bags - 50 children of various ages received 

one when we visited the schools. The Head 

Teachers reported that the bags have a positive 

impact on the attendance and performance of the 

pupils. 

Sustainable Sanitary Kits 

Dignity by Design in Yeovil provided 100 of these kits, all 

lovingly made by volunteers out of recycled materials. An 

appeal for new girl®s underwear by Fiona yielded 300 pairs 

of knickers which were added to the kits. These were then 

distributed to the older girls in various schools, hopefully 

helping them to attend school on days when they might 

otherwise have 

been unable to. 

¾300 donated 

by the villagers 

of Longburton was divided in two to buy 

material for pupils at HI to make their 

own kits and for Patience, at Mkundi, to 

continue making kits for the girls in 

Bandawe 

zone. 

Knitted resources 

Local ladies in Bandawe made 

fourteen blankets out of the 

squares knitted in the UK - 10 

blankets were given to the School 

for the Hearing Impaired and 4 to 

the Special Needs room. One of 

the knitted baby hats was given to 3 day old Peace.  


